ME LK SHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the 

MEDICAL  -OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  194-3. 

17.  OCT.  1349 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  tho  Melhsham  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Knee,  Gentlemen, 


It  is  my  pleasure 
the  state  of  the  Public 


to  submit  my  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Report 
Health  in  the  Holhshara  Urban  District. 


on 


JTr %  , 

Tho  report  is  drawn  up  and  arranged  in  accordance  wi uh 
Circular  3/49  (England)  of  tho  Ministry  of  Health. 


General. 

Arca  . ,  1,042  acres.  Estimated  Population  ..  6,350 

Rateable  Value  ...  £37,749-  Product  of  a  Penny  Rato  £160 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

1L 

Total  | 

Legitimate  . 

53 

58 

111 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

4 

4 

53 

62 

- — ■  . 

115 

Birth  Rate  .  j-o.j~l 

Birth  Rato  for  England  and  Wales  ....  17*92 


Still  Births  !  Ik 

EL 

Total 

| 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

l 

Still  Birth  Rato  .  °*15 

Still  Birth  Rato  for  England  and  Wales  0.42 

Total  births  arc  less  than  last  yoar  and  agreo  with  a  drop 
oil  over  tho  country.  Our  birth  rate  remains  tho  samo  though 
the  national  rato  is  down  2.58. 


DEATHS. 


The  total  deaths  during  1948  wo no  57  >  the  samo  number  as 
that  which  occurred  in  1947-  The  death  rate  for  the  year  was 
12.13  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  10o8. 

This  shows  that  while  the  Melksham  rate  was  3*22  below  the 
National  rate  in  1947  It  was  2.05  higher  than  that  for  the  whole 
country  in  1948* 


The  oausos  of  doath,  classifiod  on  the  Rogistrar-Conoral ! s 
system  are  given  in  tho  following  table 


Lh 

FL 

Total 

Whooping  Cough . . . 

- 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  . . . . 

3 

- 

3 

Hnnarvo  An"1 1  forms  )  . . 

A 

p 

5 

Intracranial  Lesions  . . . . . . 

CT 

8 

4 

12 

Heart  Diseases  * . . . . 

5 

10 

15 

Bronchitis  • .  . . . . 

1 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . 

1 

- 

1 

Digestive  Diseases  . 

- 

1 

1 

Nephritis  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Promaturc  Birth  . 

2 

- 

2 

Congonital  Malformations  etc . 

1 

- 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidonts  . . 

- 

1 

1 

All  Other  Causes  . 

4 

7 

11 

29 

28 

57 

There  was  again  in  1948  no  doath  from  any  puerperal  cause 
and  tho  only  infectious  disease  deaths  wore  three  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Legitimate  . 

T1 1  op’l  fi  note  . . 

IN 

F. 

Tetci 1 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

3 

3 

6 

Death  Ratos 


1.  All  infants,  per  1,000  livo  births  .  52 

England  and  Wales  .  34 


2.  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  .  36 

3.  Illegitimate  infants  por  1,000  illegitimate  births  . .500 


HEALTH  SERVICES  OR  THE  AREA. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 


Until  tho  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Act 
tho  ambulance  facilities  remained  as  before.  With  tho  working  of 
the  new  Act,  however,  the  ambulance  belonging  to  tho  Lie lh sham. 
Hospital  was  removed  to  a  central  ambulance  depot  at  Bradford-on- 
Avon,  a  stop  which  was  viewed  at  the  time  with  some  misgiving. 

As  was  inevitable  somo  "teething  troubles"  were  oxporionccd 
though  no  incident  happened  which  was  worthy  of  record  hero.  At 
tho  ond  of  the  period  under  reviow  the  service  was  operating 
smoothly  and  the  sorvioo  of  cars  for  non-ambulanco  cases  was  making 
its  bonoficial  offoots  folt. 


f 


* 


Hospitals . 


The  renarks  made  in  previous  years  regarding  the  voluntary 
hospitals  woro  applicable  until  the  n teJic-ovor"  date,  and 
thereafter  the  new  organisation  assumed  responsibility  as  smoothly 
as  could  be  expected. 


Immunisation. 


This  work  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  tho  staff  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  the  figures  which  applied  to  tho 
Urban  District  are  set  out  below.  Tho  proportion  of  children 
under  school  leaving  ago  immunised  against  dipthcria  is 
approximate ly  7 5>'  • 

The  tables  give  tho  ago  groups  immunised  during  1948  and  the 
total  number  of  children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of 
treatment  at  any  timo  up  to  the  31st  December,  1948. 


Ago  at  Date  of  Final  injection 

Number  of  Secondary 
Injections  (re -inforcing 
treatment ) 

Under  5 

SJojfi 

Total 

-98 

3 

101 

100 

Number 

Immunised 

_ 

1948 

iMZ 

1946 

IMS 

.19.44 

19.43-3.7. 

Totals 

101 

94 

58 

58 

67 

889 

1  o£"7 

O.U.U  t 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  casos  of  notifiable  Infectious  diseases  in  Iiolkehan 
during  1948  wore  as  follows 


Scarlet  Fever  .  26 

Whooping  Cough  .  18 

Measlos  .  130 

Acute  Pneumonia  .  1 

UryGipelas  .  1 

Poliomyolitis . 1 


Infectious  Disease  Age  Group  Table. 


Diseaso 

Under 

1  year 

1 

to 

3 

3 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

25 

25 

to 

50 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

3 

7 

8 

-7 

P 

2 

26 

Whooping  Cough 

mt 

‘j 

4 

7 

3 

1 

- 

18 

Measles 

3 

30 

28 

63 

5 

1 

— 

130 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

-  3  - 
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Tuberculosis. 


The  tablo  below  is  an  analysis  of  tho  new  cases  notified 
during  1948. 


Ages 

Pulmonary 

Kon-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

15 

1 

1 

- 

- 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

2 

— 

1 

- 

Totals 

3 

1 

2 

t 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TIE 


AREA  ■ 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  throughout  1943  was,  in  general, 
satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality,  though  the  pressure  of 
supply  was  not  all  that  could  be  desired.  In  some  places 
difficulty  was  frequently  experienced  in  tines  of  heavy  demand 
and  people  living  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  town  and  in  flats 
higher  than  the  ground  floor  on  numerous  occasions  had  difficulty 
through  lack  of  pressure. 

The  whole  of  tho  water  is  still  supplied  by  tho  Trowbridge, 

Lie  Iks  has  and  District  Water  Board.  It  is  examined  chonically 
and  bacteriologically  at  frequent  intervals  by  the  Boards  analyst 
and  samples  arc  taken  at  any  time  and  from  any  place  if  requested 
by  no  or  by  the  Gan it ary  Inspector.  Tho  water  is  chlorinated 
at  the  pumping  station  and  I  an  satisfied  with  these  arrangements. 

There  is  no  plunbo- solvency  and  no  action  was  necessary 
during  1948  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  direct  at  tlto  end  of  tho  year 
v/as  1794  serving  a  population  of  6206  and  by  standpipe  60  houses 
with  a  population  of  224. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Tho  scheme  for  tho  enlarging  and  modernisation  of  tho 
Council’s  sewage  disposal  works  v/as  carried  on  by  the  Engineer 
and  his  staff  as  fast  as  possible. 

In  tho  early,  part  of  the  year  valuablo  help  and  advice  was 
forthcoming  from  Dr.  B.A.  Southgate  on  some  of  tho  chemical 
problems  involved,  and  later  in  the  same  month  tho  Ministry  of 
Health  notified  the  Council  that  tho  scheme  v;ould  bo  considered 
and  requested  minor  amendments. 

In  March,  1948,  the  amended  details  v/oro  sent  to  the  Ministry 
who  then  required  further  improvements  and  information  regarding 
tho  upward  rate  of  flow  in  the  digesters.  Tho  further  details 
wore  duly  provided. 

In  August,  1948,  tho  proposals  in  their  final  form  wore  sent 
to  the  Ministry  together  with  the  detailed  drawings,  a  technical 
report,  tho  Ministry  Sta.ndard  Forms  and  analyses  of  trade 
effluents. 
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In  September  of  the  year  a  delegation  visited  tho  Ministry 
at  tho  Minister's  request  and  an  informative  meeting  was  hold 
with  sono  of  the  Minister's  Engineering  Advisers. 

As  a  result  of  this  meeting  tho  Council  wero  told  that  a 
date  would  be  fixed  for  a  public  local  enquiry. 

I  am  satisfied  with  this  progress  and  also  that  the  final 
works,  when  completed,  will  effect  a  much  needed  improvement  to 
tho  Town  1 s  amen i t i o  s . 


Refuse  Collection  said  Disposal. 

My  remarks  in  my  last  report  still  apply.  This  service  is 
efficient. 


FACTORY  INSPECT! OHS. 

1.  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  visits  made  by  tho  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Promisos 

Number  of 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspo  ctions 

Writ ton 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

• 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sec.  1,2, 3, 4  <k  6  are 
enforced. 

23 

4 

- 

- 

( 11  factories  not  incl. 
in  (l)  to  which 

Sec.  f  applies. 

25 

20 

1 

- 

(ill) Other  premises  under 
the  Act. 

5 

14 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

53 

38 

1 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  wore  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cas 

3  s  in  which 

- - - * 

Defects  wero 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 

Referred  by 

H.M. Inspect 

. H.M. Inspect 

Inh&oquatb  hfontllation. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

. 

(a)  Insufficient. 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective . 

2 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

3 

- 

. 

. .  . 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


A  'll  3 1  Supplies. 

Tho  milk  factories  and  dairies  wore  uniformly  well  maintained 
throughout  the  yoar,  though  in  one  case  very  }.argo  amount  of 
repairs  were  found  to  he  necessary  and  duo  to  the  licensing 
position  of  now  works  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  not  at  first  able 
to  agree. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  pursued  the  natter  with  satisfactory 
results  and  finally  the  necessary  licence  was  issued. 

Two  licences  were  granted  to  pasteurise  raw  milk  and  one  to 
pasteurise  T*T.  milk.  Tho  number  of  dairy  farms  remained  13  and 
tho  control  of  production  of  T.To  and  Accredited  milks  remained 
as  in  previous  years. 


Food  Supplies. 

Ho  action  was  necessary  during  1943  to  secure  compliance 
with  the  various  Acts  and  Orders  dealing  with  t3:ie  production, 
storage ,  handling  or  selling  of  food. 

All  food  premises  are  inspected  at  intervals  and  moat 
inspected  at  the  Central  Slaughterhouse  at  Trowbridgo  and  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  here.  No  anto-norten  inspection  of  animals 
is  possible  and  tho  table  set  out  in  Circular  3/ 49  is  not 
therefore  given. 
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